
                                  Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.  

 

   
Climate Prediction Center’s Hispaniola Hazards Outlook 

September 03 – September 09, 2015 
 

 Tropical Storm Erika disrupts the dry and brings beneficial rains for some areas.     

 

 

A disorganized Tropical Storm Erika tracked over the southwestern portion of the island of Hispaniola on Aug. 28-29. The 

storm remained weaker and farther south than originally forecast but still brought some beneficial rainfall to south-central 

portions of the Dominican Republic and the Ouest and Sud-Est Provinces of Haiti. The heaviest weekly rainfall totals 
according to TRMM estimates were around 100mm in these areas. For many areas along the northern tier of Hispaniola 

and also along the Haitian Tiburon Peninsula, conditions remained drier than average. The rainfall associated with Erika 
was able to diminish rainfall deficits, and in some cases, flip the sign of the anomalies in the TRMM data over the 30-day 

time period. The sparse gauge data that is available indicates less generous totals than TRMM. This, in conjunction with 

the long-term nature of the dryness and expected persistence of a suppressed rainfall pattern lend to forgoing any 
change in the hazards polygons. Vegetation indices continue to indicate widespread highly degraded conditions across the 

island. Only some central portions of Hispaniola show even near-normal conditions. During the coming outlook period, 
rainfall is expected to once again be below average. The GFS indicates that the heaviest rains may fall over the central 

provinces of the Dominican Republic, as well as the Ouest and Artibonite departments of Haiti.           
        


